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From the Commander 

Ed Krug 

 
Thank you to all the Post Members who attended the April meeting and participated in the election.  AMVETS 
success depends on volunteerism!  Please take a moment to think about how you can contribute to improve 
the quality of our Post as well as our community.  If you do find yourself volunteering, take the time to fill out a 
report documenting your hours and miles driven so your efforts can be reported on the AMVETS National level. 
 
As many of you know, Memorial Day is an important and busy day here at Post #0770.  May 27th is right 
around the corner.  Please show your appreciation and patriotism by participating in the parade.  Bring out your 
classic car, decorate your golf cart, or bring a group to walk.  There are many ways to participate.  If you are 
not able to be in the parade, come out as a spectator.  Our Sons of AMVETS will be selling hamburgers and 
hot dogs at the parade.  A very nice ceremony follows the parade.  Applications to participate are hanging on 
the Post bulletin board in the hallway.  Hope to see you there.  
 
We have some important dates to remember coming up.  The Department Convention is June 8th through the 
9th.  This year the Convention will be held in Tucson Estate Multipurpose room.  We are in need of delegates 
for voting.   If you are planning to attend, please add your name to the sign-up sheet by seeing Bill Vanasdale, 
Debbie Kopkowski or one of the bartenders.  Early registration is $15 which you can leave with the Bartender.  
If you register at the door the cost is $20.  Saturday night the Sons Of will serve a dinner and Karaoke will 
follow dinner.  For $3 you can have your name in the convention booklet as a Booster supporter.  Attendees 
can also win raffle prizes and participate in other activities to win prizes.  
 
On May 12th we will be celebrating Mother’s Day with a Pot Roast Dinner and karaoke to follow.  All ladies will 
eat free and men will pay $10.  Tickets will be available at the bar by the 1st of May.  Make sure you get them 
early.  These tickets tend to go fast. 
 
As many of the longtime members know, Post #0770 has grown substantially in the last 10 years.  Many years 
ago recruiting new members was one of our big challenges.  As it stands today we have a membership that 
has grown to over 800 members.  The high number of members is wonderful and an accomplishment we are 
proud of.  However, when I look around I notice we have the same handful of members who volunteer for 
everything around here.  While these members are priceless to the operations of our club and many activities 
would not happen without them.  We need more people to get involved and help out. This clubhouse requires 
constant upkeep; there is no shortage of things to do or activities to support.  Sometimes the necessary help is 
as easy as breaking down tables for a dance floor or resetting tables and chairs for the next day.  We need 
kitchen helpers and volunteers to help clean up the patio.  When AMVETS Post #0770 first organized it was 
because of volunteers who bought their own beer, donated it to the club and then bought it a second time back 
from the club just to put funds in the till.  In my opinion we have drifted away from “How can I help my club” to 
“what does the club have to offer me?”.  Please take a minute and think about how you can make a positive 
difference within our clubhouse.  If your physical abilities prevent you from being active check with the 
Trustees, Post officers or Kim, our Bar Manager, and find out if you could help by heading up a project, simply 
checking membership cards during functions, or donate money to projects thus increasing the donations 
collected.  There are many ways to improve our clubhouse, if the funds were available to do so.  Only with the 
support of members volunteering will we continue to prosper. 
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From The Auxiliary President 

Sheila Denning 
 
The woman’s’ auxiliary will be having their last meeting before we go dark on May 12th, which is Mother’s Day. 
We will be installing our new officers that day.  We will also be announcing our Auxiliary volunteer of the year 
followed by a champagne toast.  I wish all the snowbirds safe travel home and hope to see them next winter.  
 

From The Sons Of 

Mark Kloeckner 

 
Greetings from the Sons Of AMVETS.  Our biggest event in May will be selling hot dogs and hamburgers at 
the Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony.  We'll be holding our usual breakfasts on the third and fourth 
Sundays of the month (May 19 and 26).  In addition to our usual dinner on the first Saturday of the month, we'll 
be having a dinner on Thursday, May 9.  Please come and support the Sons Of." 

 
From the Public Relations Officer 

Valerie H. Davis 
 
June newsletter:   The next newsletter will be the June newsletter.  All articles are due to me no later than 
Wednesday, 15 May 2019.  Photos for the newsletter are also accepted when sent as an email attachment.  
Articles/photos submitted electronically can be sent anytime on the 15th.  Electronic articles are greatly 
appreciated.  Articles received after the deadline will not be published in the May newsletter.  If you have any 
questions, you may call me at 908-0774. 
 
Newsletter Advertising:  The business card advertising year started on 1 January 2019.  If you would like to 
advertise your business in the Post newsletter for 2019 in the business card advertising section, please get 
your business card and $25 for a calendar year of advertising to me.  If you chose to advertise by the month, it 
is $5 a month. 
 
UPCOMING VETERAN ACTIVITIES:   

 
Honor Flight Of Southern Arizona:  If you are a WW II or Korean War veteran that has not been on 

an Honor Flight, please think about filling out your application now and submitting it to Honor Flight of Southern 
Arizona.  Since so few Korean War veterans have applied, Honor Flight of Southern Arizona has opened up 
applications to Vietnam era veterans.  This is a trip that you will remember for the rest of your life!!  If you apply 
now, you will probably get selected for 2020.  Veterans with terminal conditions do have priority.  If you are iffy 
about anything, you can always cancel.  You can also go to www.honorflightsaz.org and fill out an application 
on-line, or pick up an application at the Post.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact the Post and leave 
a message for me. 
 
 46th Annual Memorial Day Parade and Service:  The Annual Memorial Day Parade and Service will 
be on Monday, 27 May 2019, in Tucson Estates.  The parade starts at 8 am.  The service starts at 9 am.  
 

Help Wanted/Needed!!  The 2019 Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony will be on Monday, 27 
May.  AMVETS Post 770 puts on the parade and ceremony in conjunction with American Legion Post 
102.  This will be the 46th Anniversary of the Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony.  Since most of the 
parade and ceremony planners are getting older, they cannot perform the duties they used to be able to 
do.  We are in need of younger members of the AMVETS family to volunteer to fill and help with these 
positions!  We need members with golf carts to help with activities like parade check-in, parade staging, 
directing parade participants to their staging site, and distributing water to parade participants.  If you 
do not have a golf cart, but would still like to help that is okay.  If you are interested in helping in any 
way, contact Mitch Wilson. 
 

 

http://www.honorflightsaz.org/


3. 
 
Convertible owners wanted:  The Memorial Day Planning Committee is looking for owners of 

convertibles that would be willing to drive the Grand Marshal or other parade dignitaries in the Memorial 
Day Parade.  Please contact Mitch Wilson. 

 
Road Closures:  Some of the roads in Tucson Estates will be closed off on Monday, 27 May, 

due to the Memorial Day Parade.  Please leave/enter Tucson Estates by Sarasota Blvd or Tucson 
Estates Parkway.  The parade should be over by 9:00 am. 

 
 Wreaths Across America:  Wreaths Across America started in 1992.  It is the goal of Wreaths Across 
America to one day be able to adorn the final resting place of every veteran with a wreath.  Besides the 
cemeteries in the United States of America, wreaths are also provided for the 24 offshore cemeteries including 
Normandy Beach.  Please consider sponsoring a wreath.  The 2019 Wreaths Across America Remembrance 
Ceremony will be on Saturday, 14 December, at 10 am. 
 
 

PHOTOS FROM THE 19TH ANNIVERSARY OSPREY MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 

   
Riders placing the wreath at the memorial service. Riders and Post members at the service.  L to R:  

Larry Walters, Barry Richardson, Denny Russell, 
Rick Shawano, Robert Dodge, Nancy Finateri, Jean 
Curtis.  Not in the photo – Val Davis. 


